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OFFSHORE POWERBOAT RACING 
 
Offshore Powerboat racing in the UK is probably one of the best examples of an extreme water sport - which is both 
challenging and highly competitive.  The sport is administered by the Royal Yachting Association, who in association 
with their affiliated clubs, regulate the sport.  Powerboat racing is fast, furious and fantastically  exciting.  
 
Offshore Circuit Racing (OCR) 
 
This class of racing has evolved over many years and its spectacularly close action and fierce competition has made it 
immensely popular with competitors and spectators alike.  Historically, its affordability, in relation to other mechanised 
sports on land and sea, embraced ski and pleasure boat enthusiasts who could race their craft - with minimal 
modification - in a nationally recognised Class of the RYA British Championships.  Nowadays, competition is fierce and 
the tight multi-lap OCR circuits promote close infighting amongst professionally prepared outfits, where little or no 
difference in power ensures exciting and exhilarating thrills and spills that hold the public spellbound. It has long since 
become a dominant and popular component of the RYA’s National Racing Calendar. 
 
Typical boats will be between 16 to 20 feet in length and between 1300cc and 1800cc and are divided into A & B 
Classes. 

 
Typical OCR A Class              OCR races run close to the shore, with courses of no more 

 than 3nm and coupled with a right-hand chicane turn mark, 
 provide spectacular viewing for the general public. One of 
 the attractions of Offshore Circuit Racing is that the public 
 can identify with the type of outfits racing – albeit current 
 OCR crews take their racing craft to the limit. It is often said 
 that ‘OCR is to boating what touring cars are to car racing’,  
 with boats and engines being freely available for domestic 
 purchase.  

 
   Typical OCR B Class 

 
 
 
 
 

It is popular with participants because of its competitive  
nature; OCR pleases the crowds at racing venues because 
of its close proximity to the shore and attracts media and  
television coverage, because of its continuous spectacular  
action.  Offshore Circuit Racing will guarantee to have you  
sitting on the edge of your seats! 

 
 
 
 
 

 Typical Offshore 3B 
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It is the evolutionary and developmental class of the sport with cutting 
edge technology, developed in racing and then taken through to the 
pleasure market.  Hulls and engines are free choice and designers often 
use this class to test and modify new designs to enable them to reach 
their optimum potential.  Although these races traditionally run further out 
to sea, they provide a spectacular on shore display which appeals to the 
general public and in recent years, they have included closer inshore 
legs to engage the spectators. Offshore racers pride themselves in 
producing sleek professional racing craft that thrill both on land and sea!  
Typical boats are between 20 & 23 feet with speeds between 60 – 90 
mph on 1800cc to 200cc engines.  For 2012 canopies are mandatory for 
National Class 3C to comply with International UIM ruling.  During 2012 
SEPA will continue to support the 
existing 3C boats without 
canopies under Club Class. 

Offshore 3C & 3B CLASS 
 
This was the original ‘modern’ offshore  
racing class that created powerboat racing as we  
know it today. Open to both Monohulls and Catamarans, this 
exciting class pits man against the sea on longer offshore courses of up 
to 10 nautical miles.  A mixture of navigational prowess as well as driving competence,  
it produces highly competitive and thrilling endurance racing with 2 litre and 1.3 litre outfits  
competing against each other, as well as the elements.  Courses are a balance of long and short laps  
designed to keep the navigator busy! 

 
Typical Offshore National 3C                                                
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
             Typical Offshore Club 3C Boats 
 
 
 
 
 

THUNDERCATS 
 
Thundercat Racing is a fast paced action, high adrenalin water sport. 
The boats are designed to plane quickly across the water allowing the 
hull to ride on a cushion of air bubbles reducing the wetted surface and 
lubricating the contact between vessel and water. Thundercat racing is 
run over short circuits with five turn buoys and a chicane just off the  
shoreline.  Stamina, fitness, agility, flexibility and sheer grit determination  
makes a true Thundercat team.  There are two classes of Thundercat 
Racing; Stock and Modified and speeds of between 50 to 60 mph can be 
reached from the 750cc engines.               
      

            Typical Thundercat 
      MARATHON RACING 
 

Marathon Racing is the biggest, loudest and fastest offshore class.  The 
race boats are up to 50 feet long and frequently powered by engines of 
1000 to 2000hp that attain speeds of over 100mph.  As well as ‘Cinzano’, 
which recently won the 200 mile Cowes-Torquay-Cowes race, the UK 
has the famous  41 foot Don Shead designed Planatec ‘Double Two 
Shirts’, which has recently been re-fitted with two V8, 8.2 litre 
supercharged Mercruiser engines that each deliver around 750 hp. This 
boat will be taking on the might of International Marathon racing in 2012 
and beyond. 

 
Typical Marathon Craft 
 

For further information on powerboat racing please contact: 
SEPA Race Organisers: Barrie & Sheena Williams 

T: 01634 221606   M: 07738 637912  E: b.williams5@btinternet.com or sheena.williams3@btinternet.com ������������  


